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The spirit that guided our response to the
attacks is still evident in Americans of every
age group and background who volunteer
their time to enhance the lives of others.
These compassionate people work through a
broad range of organizations that reflect the
diversity of our country, including private
charities, faith-based organizations, schools,
neighborhood groups, volunteer centers,
service clubs, and Federal service programs.
The efforts of millions of Americans help
solve some of our most pressing problems
and build bonds of trust among people.

To tap further into our Nation’s vast re-
sources of compassion and strength, I re-
cently created the USA Freedom Corps
(USAFC). And I have called on all Americans
to give at least 2 years—or 4,000 hours—
during their lives in service to others. This
service is essential to forging a united re-
sponse to overcoming the challenges that
face our Nation.

The USAFC will help unleash our armies
of compassion, enhance homeland security,
provide additional service and volunteer op-
portunities in our communities, and help
people in America and around the world to
meet important needs. Many Americans are
already answering the call, volunteering a few
hours each week or a few days each month
to aid a local school, by mentoring or tutoring
a child. Citizens are also donating their time
to support a place of worship, to offer their
expertise to a neighborhood association, or
to strengthen a local service organization.
Others are serving our country full time in
the military or in programs such as
AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and the Peace
Corps. I urge citizens to keep a record of
their service experiences in a journal that will
enable them to share them with their chil-
dren and grand children, inspiring new gen-
erations to engage in community service.

The spirit exemplified by America’s volun-
teers will help create a culture of responsi-
bility and caring that will inspire us to achieve
greatness as a Nation. During National Vol-
unteer Week, I encourage all Americans to
learn more about how they can serve, to vol-
unteer to help those in need, and to encour-
age the volunteers across the country who
are answering the call to service. Americans
looking for a way to serve can contact the

USA Freedom Corps web site at
www.usafreedomcorps.gov or call, toll-free,
1–877–USA–CORPS (872–2677).

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 21 through
April 27, 2002, as National Volunteer Week.
I call on all Americans to join together to
celebrate the vital work that volunteers per-
form every day across our country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 23, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 24. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 20, 2002

Good morning. This week Secretary of
State Colin Powell returned from the Middle
East and reported on his intensive and pro-
ductive meetings.

In this region, we are confronting hatred
that is centuries old and disputes that have
lingered for decades. Yet, America has a vi-
sion for peace, and by calling all the leaders
of the Middle East to their responsibilities,
Secretary Powell made progress toward
peace.

To defuse the current crisis, the Pales-
tinian Authority must act on its words of con-
demnation against terror. Israel must con-
tinue its withdrawals. All Arab nations must
confront terror in their own region. All par-
ties must stop funding or inciting terror and
must state clearly that a murderer is not a
martyr; he or she is just a murderer.

All parties must realize that the only long-
term solution is for two states, Israel and Pal-
estine, to live side by side in security and
peace. This will require hard choices and real
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leadership by Israelis and Palestinians and
their Arab neighbors.

The time is now for all of us to make the
choice for peace. America will continue to
work toward this vision of peace in the Mid-
dle East, and America continues to press for-
ward in our war against global terror. We
will use every available tool to tighten the
noose around the terrorists and their sup-
porters. And when it comes to the threat of
terror, the only path to safety is the path of
action.

In the days just after September the 11th,
I told the American people our war against
terrorism would be a different war, fought
on many fronts. And we are making progress
on many fronts. Yesterday the United States
and the world’s other leading industrialized
nations blocked the financial assets of an-
other 10 terrorists and terrorist organizations.
This joint action among close allies is an im-
portant step in choking off the financial pipe-
line that pays for terrorist training and at-
tacks.

A total of 161 nations around the world
have joined together to block more than $100
million of suspected terrorist assets. The
United States also works with our friends and
allies around the world to round up indi-
vidual terrorists, such as Abu Zubaydah, a
top Al Qaida leader captured in Pakistan.
From Spain to Singapore, our partners are
breaking up terrorist cells and disrupting
their plans. Altogether, more than 1,600 ter-
rorists and their supporters have been ar-
rested or detained in 95 foreign nations.

In Afghanistan, the United States and its
partners are pressing forward with a military
campaign against Al Qaida and the Taliban.
More than a dozen of our NATO Allies are
contributing forces to this fight. Right now,
hundreds of Royal Marines from Great Brit-
ain are leading an operation to clear and seal
off regions where our enemies are trying to
regroup to commit murder and mayhem and
to undermine Afghanistan’s efforts to build
a lasting peace.

And we’re working with nations such as
Yemen, the Philippines, and Georgia that
seek our help in training and equipping their
military forces to fight terror in some of the
world’s distant corners.

We’re making progress. Yet, nothing about
this war will be quick or easy. We face dan-
gers and sacrifices ahead. America is ready;
the morale of our military is high; the will
of our people is strong. We are determined;
we are steadfast; and we will continue for
as long as it takes, until the mission is done.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 a.m.
on April 19 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 20.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 19 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks on Earth Day in
Wilmington, New York
April 22, 2002

Well, thank you for that warm welcome
on a snowy day. [Laughter] We had a great
time in the park, and I want to thank you
all very much for giving me the opportunity
to hammer and stack, place gravel—[laugh-
ter]—in a beautiful part of the world. This
is quite a sight for a fellow from Texas.
[Laughter] It’s quite a sight for anybody in
America. And George is right, this is some
of the most beautiful country in our entire
Nation.

I want to thank you all very much for wel-
coming me here on Earth Day, a day every
spring when America can reflect on our nat-
ural world and our duties as Americans to
do everything we can to promote the spirit
of Earth Day. We have a duty in our country
to make sure our land is preserved, our air
is clean, our water is pure, our parks are ac-
cessible and open and well-preserved. And
that’s why I’m here, to trumpet this duty and
to thank those who assume their duty.

I firmly believe that the—32 years after
Earth Day, America understands our obliga-
tion much more so than in the years past,
that we must be careful of our actions. Amer-
icans understand that. Good stewardship is
a personal responsibility of all of us, and it’s
a public value. And that’s what’s important
for Americans to understand, that each of us
have a responsibility, and it’s a part of our
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